
Credibility of Sources

How can you tell if a source is going to be credible or 

reliable ? 



What is the source of the information being considered? 
Publication

-Date - is the information current, or does 
it need to be current?

    -Reputation of publication - is the source 
well known and trustworthy?
-Kind of publication - is it a scientific 
report,   eye-witness account, a work of 
fiction?



CARS

CARS is an acronym for . . . 

Credibility, 
Accuracy, 

Reasonableness, 
and Support

Checklist for Information Quality



CARS

Credibility
➢ Check the URL (.gov or .edu)
➢ Check the sponsor (a univ or 

goverment or medical agency)
➢ Can you identify the author?
➢ Purpose (are they selling or 

informing or just talking?)



CARS
Accuracy

➢ Correctness
➢ Up to date (for what it is)
➢ Spelling
➢ Grammar mistakes



CARS

Reasonableness
➢ Tone (is it angry or whiny or 

professional?)
➢ Bias (does it lean more toward 

one side?)
➢ Logic (does it make sense?)



CARS

Support

➢ Sponsored
➢ Cited (research evidence 

provided)
➢ Contact information



Author or Speaker

□ -Qualifications - is he an expert in his 
field?

□ -Bias - is he one-sided in his point-of-
view?

□ -Values - what does the author value 
in regards to the topic?

□ -Chance for personal gain - does the 
author stand to benefit from his 
position?



Credible or No?



Credible or No?



How Reliable?



How Credible?



How Reliable?



Let’s rank some sources!

□ If you were looking for information on 
Hurricane Katrina which source would be 
the most reliable?

□ A. victim blog
□ B. novel
□ C. newspaper report
□ D. eyewitness account



If you were doing a report on Barack Obama, rank these sources from 

most reliability to least reliability.

□ 1.  A recent Time magazine article
□ 2.  An encyclopedia article dated 

1/30/15
□ 3.  An article in the National Enquirer
□ 4.  A blog by Obama’s campaign 

manager



Rank the following resources from greatest reliability to least realiability for 

an essay titled “War in Iraq.”

□ 1.  Newspaper article “War in Iraq” by 
a war correspondent

□ 2.  Tabloid article “What They Don’t 
Let Us Know”

□ 3.  Internet site on Iraq and the 
postwar period

□ 4.  Journal of a soldier serving in Iraq



Rank these sources from most reliable to least reliable.

□ 1. Article in The Tennessean
□ 2. Eyewitness account
□ 3. Internet article
□ 4. National Enquirer Magazine
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Rank these sources from most reliable to least reliable.

□ 1.  Internet website
□ 2.  Written diary of an eye-witness to 

an event
□ 3.  Newspaper article from USA Today
□ 4.  An article in a supermarket tabloid  


